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§ 37.121. Fraternities, Sororities, Secret Societies, and Gangs 

(a) A person commits an offense if the person: 

(1) is a member of, pledges to become a member of, joins, or 

solicits another person to join or pledge to become a member of 

a public school fraternity, sorority, secret society, or gang; or 

(2) is not enrolled in a public school and solicits another person 

to attend a meeting of a public school fraternity, sorority, secret 

society, or gang or a meeting at which membership in one of 

those groups is encouraged.  

(b) A school district board of trustees or an educator shall recommend 

placing in a disciplinary alternative education program any student 

under the person’s control who violates Subsection (a). 

(c) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(d) In this section, “public school fraternity, sorority, secret society, or 

gang” means an organization composed wholly or in part of students 

of public primary or secondary schools that seeks to perpetuate itself 

by taking in additional members from the students enrolled in school 

on the basis of the decision of its membership rather than on the free 

choice of a student in the school who is qualified by the rules of the 

school to fill the special aims of the organization. The term does not 

include an agency for public welfare, including Boy Scouts, Hi-Y, Girl 

Reserves, DeMolay, Rainbow Girls, Pan-American Clubs, scholarship 

societies, or other similar educational organizations sponsored by state 

or national education authorities. 

  

§ 37.122. Possession of Intoxicants on Public School Grounds 

(a) A person commits an offense if the person possesses an 

intoxicating beverage for consumption, sale, or distribution while: 

(1) on the grounds or in a building of a public school; or 

(2) entering or inside any enclosure, field, or stadium where an 

athletic event sponsored or participated in by a public school of 

this state is being held. 

(b) An officer of this state who sees a person violating this section shall 

immediately seize the intoxicating beverage and, within a reasonable 

time, deliver it to the county or district attorney to be held as evidence 

until the trial of the accused possessor. 

(c) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 

  

§ 37.123. Disruptive Activities 

(a) A person commits an offense if the person, alone or in concert with 

others, intentionally engages in disruptive activity on the campus or 

property of any private or public school. 

(b) For purposes of this section, disruptive activity is: 

(1) obstructing or restraining the passage of persons in an exit, 

entrance, or hallway of a building without the authorization of 

the administration of the school;  

(2) seizing control of a building or portion of a building to 

interfere with an administrative, educational, research, or other 

authorized activity; 

(3) preventing or attempting to prevent by force or violence or 

the threat of force or violence a lawful assembly authorized by 

the school administration so that a person attempting to 

participate in the assembly is unable to participate due to the 

use of force or violence or due to a reasonable fear that force or 

violence is likely to occur; 

(4) disrupting by force or violence or the threat of force or 

violence a lawful assembly in progress; or 

(5) obstructing or restraining the passage of a person at an exit 

or entrance to the campus or property or preventing or 

attempting to prevent by force or violence or by threats of force 

or violence the ingress or egress of a person to or from the 

property or campus without the authorization of the 

administration of the school. 

(c) An offense under this section is a Class B misdemeanor. 

(d) Any person who is convicted the third time of violating this section 

is ineligible to attend any institution of higher education receiving 

funds from this state before the second anniversary of the third 

conviction. 

(e) This section may not be construed to infringe on any right of free 

speech or expression guaranteed by the constitution of the United 

States or of this state. 

 

§ 37.124. Disruption of Classes 

(a) A person other than a primary or secondary grade student enrolled 

in the school commits an offense if the person, on school property or 

on public property within 500 feet of school property, alone or in 

concert with others, intentionally disrupts the conduct of classes or 

other school activities. 

(b) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(c) In this section:  

(1) “Disrupting the conduct of classes or other school 

activities” includes: 

(A) emitting noise of an intensity that prevents or hinders 

classroom instruction; 

(B) enticing or attempting to entice a student away from a 

class or other school activity that the student is required to 

attend; 

(C) preventing or attempting to prevent a student from 

attending a class or other school activity that the student is 

required to attend; and 

(D) entering a classroom without the consent of either the 

principal or the teacher and, through either acts of 

misconduct or the use of loud or profane language, 

disrupting class activities. 

(2) “Public property” includes a street, highway, alley, public 

park, or sidewalk. 

(3) “School property” includes a public school campus or 

school grounds on which a public school is located and any 

grounds or buildings used by a school for an assembly or other 

school-sponsored activity.  

(d) It is an exception to the application of Subsection (a) that, at the 

time the person engaged in conduct prohibited under that subsection, 

the person was younger than 12 years of age. 
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§ 37.125. Exhibition of Firearms 

(a) A person commits an offense if, in a manner intended to cause 

alarm or personal injury to another person or to damage school 

property, the person intentionally exhibits, uses, or threatens to exhibit 

or use a firearm: 

(1) in or on any property, including a parking lot, parking 

garage, or other parking area, that is owned by a private or 

public school; or 

(2) on a school bus being used to transport children to or from 

school-sponsored activities of a private or public school. 

(b) An offense under this section is a third degree felony. 



 

 

 

§ 37.126. Disruption of Transportation 

(a) Except as provided by Section 37.125, a person other than a 

primary or secondary grade student commits an offense if the person 

intentionally disrupts, prevents, or interferes with the lawful 

transportation of children: 

(1) to or from school on a vehicle owned or operated by a 

county or independent school district; or 

(2) to or from an activity sponsored by a school on a vehicle 

owned or operated by a county or independent school district. 

(b) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(c) It is an exception to the application of Subsection (a)(1) that, at the 

time the person engaged in conduct prohibited under that subdivision, 

the person was younger than 12 years of age. 
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